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April 27,  2008



Brunswick Street United Church
2107 Brunswick St., Halifax, N.S. 

Worship Leader: Terry Paul Choyce   Musician: Hugh Creighton

Soloist:  Erika Kulnys   Bulletin: Sandra Oakley Andrews

April 27, 2008
Our Earth Celebration Service

Musical Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Lighting of the Christ Candle by Jim W ilson
Reading in Unison (written by Dean Salters):

! This is the light of Christ. ! With this flame
!! we celebr ate the shining light of hope,

!! peace, joy and love in our world.
!! With this flame, we renew our commitment
!! to live gently each day with God's beautiful

!! gifts of earth, air , fire, and water .
!! It is a new day . It is a new time.

!! May this flame kindle a new v ision of
!! caring for God's world.

Hymn # 226 F or the Beauty of the Earth
!

Prayer by Carolyn McDade

Blessed the Universe
!!! Long unbroken story , spirit in all things.
Blessed the Earth dance, born of burning
Turning day to night to dawn, around the

Ancient sun    
Blessed the sea and sky, stars and r ain



that wash each soul in reverence and guide us   
home

Blessed all who buzz and hiss, talk, croak and warble
!!All who push roots and shout green.

 Blessed all that struggle for their right to be - that within 
!!each that will not lie down

!!that sings the song its heart must sing...
Blessed all who choose to live whole and free

grateful among the BlessedÉAmen

Lord's Prayer
Moment of Silent Pr ayer

Poem by Sandra Oakley Andrews
Reading by Walter Hayward of Genesis 1:9-24

! http://www .artbible.net/wana1T/Gen0201_7rest_Shabbat/source/19.htm
CRANACH, Lucas the Elder  ! Date: 1534

Poem and song by Erika Kulyns "Ubitas"
Reading by Shazza of Matthew 13:2-9



 
Jesus preaching from a boat ! Artist: UNKNOWN; No Artist Information Available 

http://clipart.christiansunite.com/P ictures_of_Jesus_Clipart/Jesus_the_Teacher_Clipart/index2.shtml

Responsive Reading of Psalm 148, page 871
Poem "Ocracoke Island" written by Danna Faulds

Hymn #41 !O Beautiful Gaia in More V oices
Sermon on the Earth Charter

Musical Meditation: "W e of Earth" by Carolyn McDade
Gift from the Earth and "Reverence" by Carolyn McDade

!

Offering and Hymn # 191 in More Voices
Solo by Erika Kulnys

!Prayer !by Gretta V osper
!

 May I be planted strong and firm,
! rooted deep in the cool refreshing waters

! that flow deep beneath the troubles of this world-
!!!!  the waters of the spirit.
!! May I float free and high -

!! high into the possibilities that hope brings...
! Come Holiness,

!! hold me, free me, teach me to hold,
!! and fill me with the presence of the Spirit.

!! As Light into Light, we pr ay!!!!!!!!  Amen!



Closing Words
Singing Benediction

! 
As we leave this friendly place, love give light to every face.  ! May 

the kindness which we learn, fill our hearts til we return !

Circle of Hands 
 Congregational Pr ayer 

 Lively Amen

Please visit the website www.earthcharter.org

!Announcements:!

Inter-F aith W omen Leaders of the North End
Tell Their Stories

!

Guest Panelists from Churches and Congregations
in the area  sharing their experiences and faith. 

TIME:  Saturday, May 10, 2008
10:00 a.m. Ð 12 noon

PLACE: St. PatrickÕs Church Hall, 2263 Brunswick Street, Halifax, NS

All Welcome *  Free  *  Refreshment



Weekly Reflections - April 27ÐMay 3, 2008
Reflections from the United Church of Canada website

http://www .united-church.ca/exploring/prayers/reflections

Now during those days he went out to the mountain to pray; and he spent 
the night in prayer to God. - Luke 6:12

But we urge you, beloved,É to aspire to live quietly . - 1 Thessalonians 
4:10,11

Camping reminds us of the importance of solitude to our spiritual equilib -
rium. We who aspire to impact the world must also guard our lives against 
the whirlwind of distractions that would overwhelm us. Our call to a quiet 

life does not mean forsaking the affairs of this world, but exerting our 
proper dominion over them. Jesus led a quiet life even in the midst of the 

many demands placed upon him. He recognized the importance of intermit -
tent retreat and quiet in maintaining fellowship with his Father . It was his 
times of solitude and mediation that allowed him to do Òwhat he sees the 

Father doingÓ (John 5:19). 
This environment of quietude gave direction to his active work and he 

moved seamlessly between solitude and action. W e find his interaction with 
the world measured, intentional and purposeful. In the same way , wise dis-
ciples will assess the activities that solicit their attention and grant to each 
the time and place it deserves. They will learn to see their withdrawal from 
the world as being as much a contributor to fruitfulness as their participa -

tion in it. 

Prayer

Dear God, teach me how to invest in my own solitude that I might best be 
equipped to reach out to those whom you have appointed for me. R emind 
me that I cannot be all things to all people and that ÒNoÓ is sometimes the 

right answer. Amen.


